XIV THE   MANYEMA
INTRODUCTORY   NOTE
[THE limits of the Manyema country are but vaguely known, even to the Manyema themselves For the purposes of this chapter it may be considered as including a tract of about 10,000 square miles, extending from the North-West corner of Tanganyika to the main affluent of the Congo m that region ]
*          *
OF  all the races to be met with m Uganda, the Manyema are, perhaps, the most interesting to the anthropologist on account of the extraordinary nature of some of their customs
The Manyema woman soon copies the decorations of the Swahili and other women, as will be seen from the photographs, inserting pieces of bone and wood into the side of the nose,, plaiting the hair close to the skull, stringing shells round the neck, and so on It is only by a close inspection of the features that the great difference between them and the local races can be noticed Their real home is m the Congo territory, and there the women wear no ornaments They scar the face m patches, and apply a darkening pigment, which, however, does not make the patches look very distinctive from the naturally dark colour of the skin The only other decoration scarred on the body is a design on the stomach, but this is not done in prominent weals, but m slightly darkened patches, and unless special attention were drawn to it, it might escape notice
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